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1 OPERATIONAL GUIDELINES 

1.1 COMMUNICATION 

1.1.1 Meetings 
• Members of the WTCA are entitled to attend (but not take part in) Board meetings.  Any 

member interested in attending a virtual Board meeting should contact the current 
Recording Secretary, who will provide an access code for the meeting.  

• Members may not participate in Board discussions and should be ‘muted’ until the agenda 
item ‘Members’ Q and A’, at which time, they will be able to put a question to the Board.    

• Members may not listen to Executive Board Sessions when the Board is discussing issues 
involving individual members, the acceptance of new members, or any other issue of a 
sensitive nature. 

• Members may email questions to the Board in advance of the meeting.  These will be 
discussed at the discretion of the Board and as time permits.  If an emailed question is 
tabled, the member putting the question will be informed by email. 

• A permanent record will be kept of the Standing Rules by the Recording Secretary and will 
be available at all meetings. (Mar 1995) (Aug 2011) 

• Smoking will not be permitted at WTCA dinners or meetings. (Oct 1993) 

1.1.2 Records of Meetings 
• The minutes of regular, board, and the annual meeting shall be posted on the Website.  
• Minutes of board meetings will be approved by the Board before being posted on the 

Website.   
• Results of all votes from executive sessions will be posted on the Website.  
• Minutes of the Annual Meeting will be published in the WAG and posted on the website.  
• (Oct 1985) (Oct 1991) (Aug 2011) (Dec 2012)  

1.1.3 Communicating to Members 
• Any reference to mailings includes USPS and/or electronic mailings (email). 
• Mailings to the entire membership shall have Board approval.  (Oct 1985) (JAug 2011) 
• The following email subjects do not need prior Board approval: 

o Newsletters (Member & Breeder) 
o Meeting notifications 

• Mailings by various officers and committees may be combined to save postage if the 
combined mailing does not conflict with the Bylaws or other standing rules.  (Aug 2011) 

1.1.4 Website and Social Media 
• The club will maintain a website to communicate with both the public and members. Only 

members will have access to the club directory, meeting minutes and committee reports, 
club publications (WAG, Yearbook, etc.) and Member Education. 
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• Club members may send photos for publication on the website. Photos will be retained to 
provide a photo library and will be published at the Webmaster’s discretion. Any photos of 
quality, well-groomed Welsh Terriers will be considered. Dogs should not be identifiable 
from the photos, except for win photos from WTCA specialties, supported entries and 
sponsored events when the event name and date, names of the dog and owner, and the 
award won will be included. 

• The club will maintain a public social media account to promote the breed. Content will be 
provided by committees and the board; comments will not be allowed. 

• The club will maintain a private social media account to promote engagement among club 
members and to communicate activities sponsored by the club. 

1.1.5 Board Voting by Email 
Pursuant to the provisions listed in the by-laws regarding Board business, the Board may conduct 
its business by email voting if it does not conflict with any provision in the by-laws. Each email sent 
regarding Board business must be signed with the Board member’s name. Before counting the 
vote, the Recording secretary will verify the Email was received by all Board members. A majority of 
Board members must vote for it be a valid vote. The Recording Secretary shall record the vote by 
return email within seven days of the vote and in the minutes of the next meeting.  (May 2013)(Aug 2025) 

Conducting Board business by email 
• Board members should clearly state the purpose of their emails, indicating whether they 

are for information, advice, or require board approval, to minimize confusion and 
unnecessary responses. If the purpose is for approval, rule 1.1.6 Board Voting by Email, 
applies. 

• Communication should be kept within the original distribution list, replies should be "to all" 
and not forwarded or shared. 

• Email communication of a sensitive matter is not recommended.   (March 2026) 
 

1.1.6 Welsh WAG 
• A quarterly newsletter is one of the benefits of club membership.  
• There will be no paid subscriptions to the WAG by non-members. (Jun 1994) 

• The newsletter will be published four times a year, in February, May, August and November 
(by the 15th). Deadlines are the 15th of the month before the publication month for 
submissions. (Jun 2000) (Sep 2011) (Sep 2018) 

• The WAG is distributed electronically. Members will pay a fee for USPS mailing. . (June 1997) 
(Aug 2011)(Aug 2025) 

• It is the policy of the WAG to encourage the submissions and ultimate publication of 
articles, photographs, letters to the editor and other informative materials written by 
MEMBERS OF THE WTCA.  All submissions must be signed by the author. The committee 
reserves the right to edit or to refuse publication of any materials they deem contrary to the 
best interest of the breed, and/or the WTCA, or that are of a personal and libelous nature.  
All materials submitted are subject to committee revisions.  Editorial revisions will be 
published only with the permission of the original author.  Opinions expressed in the WAG 



                                   WELSH TERRIER CLUB OF AMERICA  
                                                                                              STANDING RULES 

Revised August, 2025  
 

5 |   

 

are not necessarily those of the committee or the Board of the WTCA. (Aug 2003) (Jul 2008) (Nov 
20009) (Aug 2011) 

• Paid advertising is allowed in the WAG from WTCA Members only.  The cost for advertising 
is $10 per issue/$40 for year for Business card size ad (1/8 page). (Oct 2020) 

1.2 FINANCIAL GUIDELINES 

1.2.1 Budgeting 
• All materials and services that are to be paid for by the club shall be pre-approved by the 

Board. (Nov 1984) (Aug 2011)  
• A yearly budget (planned income and expenses) should be approved by the Board in 

January. Any new proposed expenses above $100 should be brought to the board for 
approval.  

• The functional operation of the club should be funded primarily by the Membership Dues. 
Operating expenses include, but are not limited to: 
o Fees (AKC Annual Dues, banking 
o Annual Meeting (food, supplies) 
o Club Property (Financial software, Website, etc.) 
o Gifts (Outgoing President, donations, etc.)  
o Insurance 
o Office Supplies, Postage 
o Publications (Newsletter, Yearbook, Directory)    
o Services (e.g. Storage rent, Dry Cleaning, Zoom) 

• Board approval is needed before a donation can be made by the WTCA. (Jun 1994) Apr 2008) 
• Any gift to the outgoing President of the club will be selected by the Vice President, not to 

exceed $200. (Mar 1998) Aug 2003) 

1.2.2 Financial Practices 
• The club should have contracts and agreements in writing for services greater than $250. 

This may include but not be limited to facilities, website, equipment, judging fees, etc.  
• Expense reimbursement requirements: Expense reimbursement requests are required in 

writing (email is allowed) and should include the Payee name and address, description of 
purchase (date, location, items) and a copy of the invoice or receipt. A receipt is required 
for purchases above $50. 

• As recommended by AKC, a yearly financial review should  
o Verify signatories/contact individuals on the account  
o Verify bank statements have been reconciled monthly  
o Verify income streams are adequately identified 
o Verify payments have proper authorization and supporting documentation 

• Both the President and the Treasurer are allowed to sign checks for the WTCA.  The 
Treasurer will ensure that bank signature cards are current. (Oct 1991) (Aug 2011) 

• Requests for trophy donations will be made with the membership renewal notice and may 
also be made by separate requests. (Oct 2000) (Jun 2011) 
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• Committee Chairs who collect money for any project will send checks received to the 
Treasurer at least monthly.  (Mar 2007) 

• Bounced checks – anyone who bounces two checks will be required to pay by other 
methods in the future.  (Jun 1994) (Aug 2025) 

1.3 MEMBERSHIP  

1.3.1 General 
• Membership Chairperson is responsible for processing new memberships except for those 

assigned to the Corresponding Secretary in the By-Laws.   (Oct 1992) (Aug 2011)  

• Spouses of members can become a member of the WTCA by following standard 
membership application procedures. (Jun 1994) (Apr 2005) 

• The Membership List will be mailed with the Annual Yearbook. (Mar 1995) (Apr 2005) (Aug 2011) (Jul 
2021)  

• The Board may consider awarding Lifetime memberships at the June meeting for 
presentation at the Annual Meeting.  

• The timeframe to renew a lapsed membership is 2 years. After 2 years, the New Member 
Application process is followed. (Apr 2026) 

1.3.2 Membership Dues 
• Effective 1/1/2024, annual dues will be $80 for doubles, $45 for individuals, and $15 for 

junior members. (Jun 1997) (Oct 2008) (Oct 2023) 

1.3.3 Membership Application Process 
1. Prospective members complete the membership application as described on the website. 
2. All applicants will be directed to the website for a copy of the Club’s objectives. (March 

1995)(Aug 2025) 

3. The application form 
a. A signed statement shall appear at the bottom of the WTCA application stating that a 

false statement or leaving a blank on the application will invalidate membership. (Jun 
1994) 

4. Full Membership must be proposed by two members in good standing from two different 
households who have held membership in the WTCA for at least two years and who have 
known the applicant for at least one year. (Oct 2002)  Associate/Outreach Membership must 
be proposed by one member in good standing who has been a member of the WTCA for at 
least two years.  

5. All applications must be accompanied by a letter of recommendation from sponsor(s). 
6. Application fees: 

a. A non-refundable initiation fee of $10 must accompany new applications for 
membership along with the first year’s dues. (Jun 1997) (Oct 2005) (Jun 2008) 

7. The Board reviews and approves/considers the application. Then the names of prospective 
members must be sent electronically via email to the membership or must be published in 
the WAG prior to the Board voting on membership.   
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8. Four weeks after the email communicating the nomination, the Board will vote on 
applicants, either by email or in a meeting.  

9. New memberships will be voted on only after discussion at regularly scheduled meetings of 
the Board. (Jan 1997) (Oct 2005) (June 2008) 

10. New members should receive, with their acceptance letter, a membership list, a link to the 
Club's Website so that they can view or print the Constitution and By-Laws and Standing 
Rules. (February 2000) (August 2011)(Aug 2025) 

1.3.4 Membership Renewal Process 
1. The Treasurer will mail one renewal notice to members in November, pursuant to the WTCA 

by-laws.  A reminder will be placed in the February WAG and sent by email, or mail to those 
members without email addresses, by March 1.  In addition, at the discretion of the 
Treasurer, a letter may be sent by U. S. Postal Service at any time after the first of the year to 
remind those members that have not renewed their dues, particularly anyone who is an 
active Committee Chair or Committee member or who offers an Annual Award. No other 
action will be taken without Board approval. (Aug 2011) (Jun 2013)  

2. Dues payments are not accepted after April 1st of each year.  After that date, WTCA 
membership is considered lapsed, and the member will not be included in the WTCA 
directory for that year.  

3. After April 1st, a lapsed member renewal form must be completed and sent to the Treasurer 
with dues plus a $10 late fee if renewal is requested within the calendar year. The Treasurer 
will send a Lapsed Membership form to anyone who has been a member for at least ten 
years, who is an active Committee Chair or Committee member or who offers an Annual 
Award. (Jun 1999) (Jun 2018) 

4. The Treasurer/Board will share information about volunteer interest indicated in the 
renewal form to respective Committee chairs. (May 2010) (Aug 2025) 

1.3.5 Junior Members 
If a Junior WTCA Member Handler showing a Welsh Terrier qualifies for Westminster, they will be 
reimbursed the following after competing in the Junior Showmanship classes with a Welsh Terrier 
at Westminster: $100.00 towards expenses in qualifying for Westminster and $100.00 towards 
expenses for showing in the Junior Handling classes at Westminster. Maximum total 
reimbursement of $200.00. A reminder, per the AKC rules for Junior Showmanship. “An individual 
listed as an agent is not eligible to compete in Juniors, nor any person who distributes rate cards or 
otherwise advertises themselves as handling dogs for pay in the show ring or accepts payment for 
handling dogs.” (May 2001) Aug 2011)  

1.3.6 Member Education 
The Education Committee may decide the level of access to educational materials on the website 
(for example, members only).  Members of all Welsh Terrier regional clubs can be given free access 
to live Zoom programs, but not recordings.  (December 2024) 
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1.4  GUIDELINES AND PROCESS TO ELECT OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS 

1.4.1 Nominating Process 
The nominating committee should follow the instructions provided in Article IV, Section 3 of the 
WTCA By-laws including references to Article III, Section 1. All members of the committee should 
familiarize themselves with these two sections of the By-laws.   

• The committee chairman should determine which of the current officers are eligible to 
continue serving in their current positions.  The committee should then decide if it is in the 
best interest of the club to leave any or all the eligible officers in place, keeping in mind the 
importance of a cohesive Board.   

• The chairman should contact all the currently serving officers that the committee would 
like to retain and make sure they are willing to serve another year.   

• Once the available positions are known, the committee will then select the candidates 
according to the rules provided by the By-laws. 

• The committee chairman should place a notice in the February issue of the WAG requesting 
the membership send suggestions to the Nominating Chairman. The committee chairman 
can also check with the current President, Officers, and Board members for input.   

• The annual election ballot shall read “vote for no more than two” for the at large Board 
positions. (Jun 2000) (Aug 2011) 

1.4.2 Opposition 
• When a candidate for the Board selected by the Nominating Committee has opposition 

from the membership, it will be required that a letter be sent by the Recording Secretary to 
the candidate immediately advising him/her and naming the opposing nomination.  In 
addition, an email may be sent as a courtesy. (Jun 2000) (Apr 2008) (Aug 2011) 

• When the slate is opposed, the double envelope system for voting is applied as specified in 
the bylaws.  
o The Recording Secretary shall mail out ballots to all members in good standing by the 

date specified for the election. Each member shall receive one ballot, one inner return 
envelope and one pre-addressed return envelope. For double memberships the two 
ballots and inner envelopes may be sent with only one pre-addressed return envelope. 
Both the inner return envelope and the pre-addressed outer return envelope shall be 
identified as to the ballot, either “Election of Officers” or “Judge Selection.” The pre-
addressed outer envelope shall have the full mail address of the Recording Secretary. 

o This letter shall state the type of balloting and the due date, instructions for voting and 
return, that no other correspondence should be included and that the name and return 
address of the member shall be placed on the pre-addressed envelope along with 
proper postage. 

o The Recording Secretary shall receive the unopened outer return envelopes and turn 
them over to the Inspectors of Election at the close of the election along with a list of 
members in good standing eligible to vote and a tally sheet for the voting which contains 
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the same position and candidate information as the ballot except to be marked as 
“Tally Sheet”. 

• The following steps are to be completed in order, finishing one step completely before 
starting on the next. 
1. Verify that all ballots have been received directly from the Recording Secretary in their 

unopened outer envelopes. 
2. Take each outer envelope and verify the return name against the membership roll. Set 

aside the unopened envelope in an invalid pile if the name is not on the membership 
roll. Open the envelope and verify that there is one inner envelope for a single 
membership, and no more than two inner envelopes for a double membership. Set 
aside the outer envelope and inner envelopes in an invalid pile if there is more than one 
inner envelope for a single membership or more than two inner envelopes for a double 
membership. Check off the name(s) on the membership roll from the outer envelope. 
Place the unopened inner envelopes in a valid pile and place the empty outer envelopes 
in a separate pile to be retained. 

3. Open the inner envelopes and remove the ballots. As each inner envelope is opened, 
verify that there is only one ballot enclosed. Set aside any multiple ballots with their 
envelope in an invalid pile. Place the ballot in a pile to be counted. 

4. Tally the votes for each candidate for each position. 
5. Sign the tally sheet and deliver to the President. Save all voting materials for possible 

recounts or contested results. 

1.5 BREEDERS LIST 

1.5.1 Guidelines  
• A Breeders List (Breeder Referral Network (BRN)) will be maintained on the website. (Apr 2008) 

• The WTCA web site will provide contact information for all breeder members who have 
signed the code of ethics. A printed list of all breeders will be mailed (on request) by the 
BRN chairman. Both the list and the web site will indicate that WTCA endorses established, 
long-term breeding programs and encourages new members to work with mentors within 
the club in the early stages of their breeding programs. (Nov 2000) 

• Breeders are expected to comply with the Code of Ethics and non–compliance with any of 
the rules of the Code of Ethics or the Breeders List may result in the WTCA Board action for 
immediate removal from the Breeders List. (Oct 2020) 

• Breeders have the option to sell a dog with a limited registration and/or spay/neuter 
contract. There can be a written agreement between the breeder and the purchaser 
regarding showing and/or breeding, left to the discretion of the breeder. (Oct 1993) (Jan 2008) (Aug 
2025) 
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1.5.2 Requirements 
• Applications will be sent to the Recording Secretary for verification of referral network 

qualifications.  Upon verification, the applicants’ information will be sent to the BRN 
committee for inclusion in the list. (Jan 2008) 

• Requirements for Inclusion in the List: 
o WTCA member in good standing for a minimum of two years. (Jun 1993) 
o Finished at least two Welsh Terriers or sold two Welsh Terriers that have received their 

AKC Championships in conformation.  (Oct 1993) (Mar 1995) (Jan 2008) (Jun 2015) 

o Any member who refuses to be responsible for their puppies should be removed from 
the Breeders List.  (Oct 1991) 

1.6 COMMITTEES 

1.6.1 General Information about Committees 
• The president is an ex-officio member of all committees and at a minimum, should be 

included in all communication.  
• The role of the Board Liaison is to act as a link to assist communication and/or cooperation 

between the board and the committee chair. The liaison acts as an advocate and champion 
for the committee and ensures the committee understands its role and has the resources it 
needs to succeed.  

• All Committee Chairs are required to submit any recommended changes to their 
committee's job description to the Recording Secretary. (May 2007) (Aug 2011) 

1.6.2 Standing Committees 
• Awards - Manages the Annual Awards by ensuring the awards recognize relevant 

achievements (conformation, performance, breeding, versatility, etc.) and coordinating the 
awards distribution at the Annual Awards banquet (including managing sponsorships). 

• Breeder Referral - Manages breeder information on the website; updates the list of breeders 
and availability of adults/puppies, communicates with people who contact the club 
through the website or social media. 

• Communications - Works with the board and committee chairs to provide coordinated 
information to members and the public through: 
o AKC Gazette Breed Column: submits articles to four issues (Feb, May, Aug, Nov). 
o Social media: Manages Members only Group and Public facing page. 
o WAG Newsletter: Publishes quarterly. 
o Website: Maintains relevant information for Members and the Public.  
o Yearbook: Publishes the WTCA annual Yearbook, a reflection of club activities and a 

collection of achievements Welsh Terriers and their owners accomplished during the 
year.  

• Education - Chaired by Breeder Education Coordinator, provides educational opportunities 
through member/breeder webinars, live seminars, content on the website, social media, 
and newsletters. 
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• Finance - Chaired by the Treasurer, provides oversight and monitors financial practices, the 
annual budget, and investment strategies. Works with the Ways & Means committee to 
drive successful fund-raising activities. 

• Health - Ensures preservation of the breed by educating members and the public, 
encouraging appropriate testing in breeding programs, and tracking health related 
incidents to help monitor the overall health of the breed. Manages, analyzes, and reports 
data submitted to the Health Incident /Death survey. 

• IT - Maintain system, hardware/software on website, manage applications and databases 
to protect and share club information. Manages the relationship with the webmaster. 

• Judges Education and Mentoring - Chaired by a licensed judge, or a member who has 
attended the AKC aspiring judges’ education seminar, provides mentoring and seminars to 
judges about Welsh terriers and the official standard of the breed. Manages a list of 
qualified mentors. 

• Membership - Works to attract, recruit and retain members. Manages new member 
application process. 

• Performance - Promotes performance events among owners of Welsh Terriers by 
encouraging participation in these events, broadening the understanding of what the breed 
can do and the benefits to both the dogs and their owners. Recognizes those Welsh Terriers 
and their training and competition partners through annual awards. 

• Public Education (Meet the Breeds) - Organizes the Meet the Breed events. Supports 
club/breed representatives with a toolkit of information and materials. 

• Specialty Shows – Chaired by the Vice President, manage the activities at the National 
Specialty at Montgomery County and Floating Specialties per year. Subcommittees and 
roles include: 
o Show chair for each specialty -  
o Trophy – plan and secure trophies for shows, support fund-raising efforts 
o Hospitality - plan and organize hospitality events 
o Ring Management – plan and organize ring set up, including working with trophy chair on 

trophy display & distribution, ring decorations, etc.  
o Annual Awards Dinner – organizes dinner, including location, menu and program (March 

2022)(Aug 2025) 

1.6.3 Ad Hoc Committees 
• Ethics – Recommends updates to the Code of Ethics. Any complaints are directed to the 

Board. 
• Nominating – Nominates candidates for each Office and other positions on the Board as set 

forth in the club by-laws, including the AKC Delegate. Submits its slate of candidates, with 
biographical sketches, to the Recording Secretary. 

• Ways and Means - As needed to pay for projects or activities, coordinates fund-raising 
activities. 
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1.6.4 Standing Roles 
• AKC Delegate - Elected each even year, serves as a liaison between the American Kennel 

Club and the WTCA by attending the Annual meeting of delegates and other relevant AKC 
meetings and reporting new rules, suggestions, and pertinent information about AKC in the 
WAG and in a report at the Annual Meeting. 

• Breeder Education Coordinator - Chairs the Education committee, oversees the plan for 
Breeder and Breed Education, disseminate breed and breeding information. 

• Historian & Record Keeping - Oversees the records and in coordination with the AKC 
Archivists and the website, collects and collates items relevant to the breed and club. The 
WAG and Yearbook are the mainstays of the archives. 

• Legislation and AKC and NAIA Legislative Liaison - Monitors legislation across the US that 
impacts pure-bred dogs, breeding, conformation, sporting, and performance events.  
Summarizes and communicates alerts from AKC and the National Animal Interest Alliance 
(NAIA) to club members through the WAG, social media and submits report at the Annual 
Meeting.   

2 SPECIALTY SHOWS 

2.1 GENERAL GUIDELINES 
• The chair of the Specialty Committees must be a WTCA member and approved by the 

Board. 
• The Specialty committees will work with the Performance committee to determine what 

events, when, and how the club will support the associated Performance events.  (March 1998) 
(May 2010) (August 2013) (May 2014) (September 2015)(Aug 2025) 

• A proposed budget must be submitted for approval two years in advance and includes but 
is not limited to:  
o Fees / Entries 
o Hospitality 
o Annual Awards dinner (including decorations, etc.) 
o Annual Meeting expenses 
o Judge expenses  

▪ Regular judge at National Specialty may submit reimbursement with receipts.  
▪ Sweeps Judge at National Specialty will be reimbursed for 1 night lodging (board 

approves amounts greater than $200). Sweeps Judges at Floating Specialties will 
not be compensated. (Jun 1989) (Aug 2011) (Sep 2024) (Aug 2025) 

o Judge gifts 
o Conformation prizes (rosettes, trophies) 
o Performance prizes (rosettes, trophies) 
o Advertising 

• The Specialty Show Chair will have a copy of the Sweepstakes rules, the Award of Merit 
Guidelines and a copy of the judge’s contract at ringside.    
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• Prior to judging at a national specialty of the WTCA, it is permissible for a judge to attend 
club dinners or other social functions.  However, if exhibitors are present:  
o The judge must try to avoid any exhibitor who might appear in his/her ring.  
o The judge shall change the subject or leave the area when a conversation that involves 

the breed or exhibitors that they are likely to judge is occurring.    
o At dinner, the judge will be seated at a table that is comprised of individuals that are not 

showing a dog to the judge on that weekend. (Oct 1985) (Apr 2008) (Jun 2023) 

2.2 NATIONAL SPECIALTY 
The WTCA’s National Specialty is held in conjunction with the Annual Montgomery County Kennel 
Club All Terrier Show.    

2.2.1 Judge Selection Process:  
1. In the May WAG, members will be invited to submit up to three names to the Recording 

Secretary by July 15th.  A list of ineligible judges (due to prior WTCA Specialty assignments 
over the last eight years) will be included. (May 2002) 

2. Members may nominate individuals (including professional handlers), who are not 
approved by AKC to judge Welsh Terriers, subject to AKC eligibility. Before nominating 
individuals not approved by AKC to judge Welsh Terriers, members should familiarize 
themselves with the AKC requirements, and ascertain that their nominee is willing to fulfill 
the criteria required by AKC.  

3. Members may also nominate foreign judges from the AKC Visiting Judges List or Federation 
Cynologique Internationale judges approved to judge Welsh Terriers. (Jan 2018) 

4. The Recording Secretary will cull ineligible judges, specifically those not approved by AKC 
or FCI to judge Welsh Terriers or who do not meet AKC eligibility requirements and then 
compile a final list of the ten names with the highest number of nominations. (Jul 2008) (Jul 2018) 

5. The Recording Secretary will verify the interest of each nominee. 
6. By August 15th, a final ballot of available judges will be sent to members.   An electronic 

system of balloting may be used. (Mar 2022) If balloting is done by mail, ballots will have to be 
returned to the Recording Secretary by September 15th. The double envelope system will 
be used for balloting. (Oct 2002) (Aug 2011) 

7. The Recording Secretary will inform the President of the results.  In case of a tied vote, a 
random drawing will be held at the Annual Meeting.  The President will invite the winner to 
judge (working down the list if top vote-getter suddenly becomes unavailable).  The 
President will immediately release the other judges.  (Jul 2008) (Sep 2015) 
o If the winner of the election is not an AKC approved judge or is an FCI approved judge 

not included on the Visiting Judges List, the Board will request approval from AKC in 
accordance with AKC procedures. (Jan 2018) 

o If approval of an unapproved individual, or visiting judge status, is denied by AKC, the 
individual with the second highest number of votes will be selected to judge the 
National Specialty, subject to club and AKC eligibility requirements.  
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8. The President will announce the results at the Annual Meeting in October. The results will 
appear in the November WAG. (Jul 2008) 

9. The Corresponding Secretary will send a letter and a contract to the selected judge. The 
judge’s contract is to stipulate that a judge will not accept any other Welsh Terrier judging 
assignment in the continental United States within 6 months prior to the Montgomery 
County WTCA Specialty. (Oct 2003) Jul 2008) 

10. Should the present year’s judge not be able to do the assignment, the Board may select a 
judge from the approved list for the present year. (Jun 1989) (Aug 2011) 

2.2.2 Trophies & Rosettes 
• The WTCA will provide trophies for all winners. 
• The WTCA will provide rosettes for National Specialties. Rosettes will be provided for BOB, 

BOS, BW, WD, WB, Select Dog, Select Bitch, and Awards of Merit. 
• Award of Merit - up to 4 Awards of Merit may be awarded at the judge’s discretion. All Welsh 

Terriers eligible for Best of Breed (excluding the Best of Breed winner) will be eligible for an 
Award of Merit. The Welsh Terrier Club of America will recognize them by offering a Rosette 
and WTCA Medallion. (Jun 1997) (Mar 2011) (Dec 2015) 

2.2.3 Special Trophies 
• The Grand Challenge and Junior Challenge Trophies will be offered at the Montgomery 

County Kennel Club Specialty (Jun 1984).  
o The Grand Challenge Cup and Junior Challenge Cup shall be retained by the club in a 

secure area designated by the Board (Jun 1988) (Jun 2011).  The prize is a Silver Cup, which 
remains the property of the Club. The Club will be responsible for storing the cup and 
having it suitably engraved with the owner and dog’s name.  

o The Grand Challenge Cup is open to members of the Welsh Terrier Club of America, Inc., 
only. It will be awarded to the dog or bitch named Best of Breed. If the dog or bitch thus 
named is not owned by a member of the Club, the stake shall be declared void for the 
year. It is for Welsh Terrier dogs or bitches of any age and registered in the American Kennel 
Club. In the case of a firm or kennel, every member of said firm or kennel must be a 
member in good standing of the Welsh Terrier Club of America, Inc.  

o The Junior Challenge Cup is offered for the Best of Opposite Sex to Best of Breed and has 
the same requirements as the Grand Challenge Cup.  

o A sterling silver medallion will be awarded to commemorate this win. 
• The Welsh Terrier Breeders Memorial Trophy is awarded to the Best of Breed winner at the 

National Specialty. This trophy honors deceased club members who have made an 
exceptional contribution to the club and covers the period from 1900, when the club was 
established, until the present.   
o The names of the people being honored will be printed in the Montgomery catalog with 

the wording “This award is to be given in recognition and appreciation of breeders 
whose dedication and excellence have preserved and advanced the breed since the 
inception of the WTCA”.   
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o Recently deceased members may be nominated by club members for inclusion on the 
list of those being memorialized. Board approval will be required.   

o The trophy is to have a Welsh terrier theme.  (Jul 2021) 
• The Homer Gage Trophy is awarded to the best American bred Welsh Terrier exhibited by a 

member of the WTCA at the Montgomery KC show.   
o Trophy will consist of a silver-plated plate with the WTCA logo engraved, designated as 

“The Homer Gage, Junior, Memorial Trophy”. It should include the inscription “Given in 
memory of Homer Gage, Junior, Gentleman, sportsman, lover of dogs, who died 
September 2, 1925.”  

o Funded from the Homer Gage Fund, the amount of the trophy is not to exceed $150.00 
(including all engraving and shipping) and will be increased annually in line with 
inflation.  

o (Jun 1997) (May 2012) (Jul2021) (Jul 2022) 

2.2.4 Catalog  
• The club will collect advertising and submit it to the superintendent. 
• The club will sponsor the following pages: 

o A dedication page - the WTCA shall dedicate the Montgomery County Kennel Club 
specialty to all members who have died the past year with a dedication page placed in 
the MCKC catalog. (Oct 1992) (Aug 2011) 

o Trophy Fund Donors 
o Breeder Memorial Trophy winners 
o Specialty Supporters 
o The board will approve any additional proposed catalog pages. 

2.3 FLOATING SPECIALTIES 
The WTCA’s Floating Specialties are to be held throughout the USA.  The Specialty Show 
committee chair will notify the Board of suggestions received from individual club members or 
Regional WTCA clubs who express an interest in holding a WTCA Floating Specialty for board 
approval.  

• The chair of the Floating Specialty must be a WTCA member and approved by the Board. 
• The Specialty committees will work with the Performance committee to determine what 

events, when, and how the club will support the associated Performance events.   
• For all AKC licensed Welsh Terrier Regional Clubs hosting a Specialty in their home 

territory, the WTCA will donate $25 to that Regional Club's Specialty Show trophy fund. This 
would be in addition to providing trophies for the WTCA Floating Specialty being held in 
conjunction with their show.  The Regional Clubs need to contact the WTCA Corresponding 
Secretary with their request at least 6 months prior to the date of the show. (Jan 2013) 

2.3.1 Judge Selection 
• The judge will be selected from the breed eligible judges on the host club panel.  The host 

club will be either an all-breed club or group club.  
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• The show chair for the Floating Specialty (usually two years out) will obtain the panel hired 
by the host club and screen out those eligible to judge the breed.  The Board will rank them 
in order of preference and the floater show chairman will then coordinate with the host 
club.  

• If the host club has not completed their panel and requests input on a Welsh Terrier Judge, 
the Recording Secretary will provide the names of the top three judges next in line from the 
list voted on by the membership, and whose top choice was announced at the previous 
annual meeting.  

• The floater show chairman will work with the host club to ensure that the names on that list 
will be used in order of preference to ensure the wishes of the WTCA membership.  

• Should the host club not be able to hire any of the three names provided, then the floater 
show chairman will advise the Board and provide the hired panel for the Board to rank (as 
above). (Jul 1999) (Apr 2011) 

• The Regular Class Judge shall be notified at least one month in advance of the Floating 
Specialty advising them that they will be judging a WTCA Floating Specialty. The WTCA’s 
policy for Award of Merit should be sent to the judge at this time. 

2.3.2 Rosettes & Trophies 
• The WTCA will provide rosettes for the Floating Specialties when they are not provided by 

the host club. Rosettes will be provided for BOB, BOS, BW, WD & WB, Awards of Merit, 
Select Dog & Select Bitch, Best in Sweepstakes & Best of Opposite Sex in Sweepstakes. 

• Regular Class Trophies are awarded for Best of Breed, Best of Opposite Sex, Best of 
Winners, Winners Dog, Reserve Winners Dog, Winners Bitch, Reserve Winners Bitch, Select 
Dog, Select Bitch, and one Award of Merit.  

• No trophies will be engraved with the win and date, except for the Best of Breed trophy. (Aug 
2016) 

• At each WTCA Floating Specialty one Award of Merit may be awarded at the discretion of 
the judge.  All Welsh Terriers eligible for Best of Breed (excluding the Best of Breed winner) 
will be eligible for an Award of Merit. The Welsh Terrier Club of America will recognize these 
outstanding Welsh Terriers by offering a Rosette and WTCA Medallion. 

2.4 SUPPORTED ENTRY AT AN ALL-BREED SHOW 
The WTCA may promote our breed at all-breed shows by encouraging attendance and offering 
special prizes. WTCA may support entries in at least one of the all-breed shows held in conjunction 
with Floating Specialties.  

• The Specialty Show committee chair will notify the Board of suggestions received from 
individual club members who express an interest in promoting the breed in this way. If 
approved, the board must appoint a committee to coordinate the entry. 

• Trophies are awarded to Best of Breed, Best Opposite Sex and Best of Winners. 
• Judges for supported entry weekends will be selected from the Terrier panel. (Jun 1989)(Aug 

2025) 
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2.5 SWEEPSTAKES RULES 
• Sweepstakes is open to all Welsh Terriers six months of age and under 18 months of age.  

All entries in the Sweepstakes must also be entered in the Regular Classes at the regular 
entry fee. Classes offered: Puppy Dog/Bitch 6-9 months; 9-12 months; 12-15 months; 15- 
18 months 

• Veteran Sweepstakes is open to all Welsh Terriers 7 years and older on the day of the show. 
Dogs entered in Veteran Sweepstakes need not be entered in a Regular Class. Neutered 
dogs and spayed bitches may be entered in Veteran Sweepstakes.  

• The entry fee shall be set by the Show chair under guidance from host show chair and all 
entries shall be made at the same time and on the same entry form as the regular classes.   

• Dogs shown in the Sweepstakes classes may not be shown by professional handlers, 
members of their families, or their employees unless such person is the sole owner or sole 
breeder, or co-owner or co-breeder with a family or household member.  Professional 
handlers include anyone who has received monetary compensation for the handling of a 
dog. (Oct 1992) (Oct 1999) (Aug 2011) (Jun 20182) 

• A WTCA member in good standing will be appointed by the Show chair to monitor the 
Sweepstakes handlers to avoid conflicts with the Sweepstakes Rules. 

• The show chairman shall include Sweepstakes Rules with the specialty information sent to 
members for all specialties. (Mar 1999) (Aug 2011) 

• This selection process for judges will also apply to Sweeps Judges except for the AKC 
licensing requirement.  However, the nominating person must verify with the nominee their 
willingness to be a Sweeps Judge prior to their nomination. (Jul 2008) 

3 ANNUAL AWARDS  
Awards are sponsored by a member and awarded at the Annual Awards Dinner. The Awards 
Committee Chair shall provide the names of the winners in each category to be announced at the 
Annual Dinner and for publication in the November Wag and the Annual Yearbook. (Oct 2020) 

3.1 SPONSORSHIP OF ANNUAL AWARDS 
If more than one person requests to sponsor the same annual award, the donor will be selected 
based on seniority in the WTCA. (Nov 1984) If no club member offers to sponsor an existing Annual 
Award, the Award will not be offered that year. It will remain available for sponsorship by another 
club member in the future. (Sep 2018) 

3.2 ELIGIBILITY AND RULES 
• To be eligible, all owners of the individual dogs must be members in good standing of the 

WTCA throughout the entire award year – July 1 – June 30. (Oct 1992) (Feb 2007) 
• The award year covers shows/trials held between July 1 and June 30 of the following year. 

(Jun 2011) 
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• The award year for NOHS covers the conformation shows offering NOHS between the 
first week of October and the first week of October the following year (exact dates 
determined annually by AKC). (Sep 2017) 

• In the case of ties, the recipient of the award will be determined by a random drawing 
held at the annual dinner. (Jun 2011) 

3.3 AWARDS (AUG 2025) 

3.3.1 Breeding Awards 
• Best Stud Dog: Owner/s of the Stud dog with the most champion get (get does not have to 

be owned by WTCA members).  
• Best Brood Bitch: Owner/s of the Brood bitch with the most champion get (get does not 

have to be owned by WTCA members).  
• Breeder of Most Champions: Breeders or co-breeders of the most champions (note: all 

champions must be bred by the exact same breeders or co-breeders). (Oct 2020) 

3.3.2 Conformation Awards 

3.3.2.1 Class Awards 
Class awards are based on the total number of Welsh Terriers defeated.  No annual award points 
can be accumulated after the date that a championship has been achieved.  

• Puppy Dog (6 to 9 & 9 to 12 Classes)  
• Junior Dog (12 to 18 months)  
• American Bred Dog  
• Bred by Exhibitor Dog  
• Open Dog  
• Veteran Dog 
• Puppy Bitch (6 to 9 & 9 to 12 months Classes)  
• Junior Bitch (12 to 18 months)  
• American Bred Bitch  
• Bred by Exhibitor Bitch  
• Open Bitch  
• Veteran Bitch  
• Brace: Total number of Welsh Terrier braces defeated.  

3.3.2.2 Winners Awards 
• Winners Dog: the most class dogs defeated.  
• Winners Bitch: the most class bitches defeated.  
• Best of Winners: the most class dogs and bitches defeated.  
• Best of Breed: the most dogs and bitches defeated (Fe 2009) (Jul 2021) 
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• Best Opposite Sex: Dog or Bitch of the opposite sex to the Best of Breed Award winner with 
the most dogs and bitches defeated.  

3.3.3 Performance Awards 
• Obedience: the dog with the highest score in Regular Obedience Classes.  In the case of a 

tie, the highest score in the highest class will win. (Jul 2021) 

• Rally Obedience: the dog with the highest score in Rally Obedience.  In the case of a tie, 
the highest score in the highest class will win.  

• Agility (Standard): the dog with the most qualifying points in Agility, Standard Class.  
Qualifying runs in Novice Class, 1 pt.  Qualifying runs in the Open Class, 2 pts.  Qualifying 
runs in the Excellent Class, 3 pts.  Qualifying runs in the Master Class, 4 pts. In the case of a 
tie, the highest number of points in the highest class will win. 

• Agility (Jumpers with Weaves): the dog with the most qualifying points in Agility, Standard 
Class.  Qualifying runs in Novice Class, 1 pt.  Qualifying runs in the Open Class, 2 pts.  
Qualifying runs in the Excellent Class, 3 pts.  Qualifying runs in the Master Class, 4 pts. In 
the case of a tie, the highest number of points in the highest class will win. 

• Earthdog: the dog that has the most qualifying points.  Qualifying runs in Novice Class, 1 pt. 
Junior Class, 2 pt.  Qualifying runs in the Senior Class, 3 pts.  Qualifying runs in the Master 
Class, 4 pts. In the case of a tie, the highest number of points in the highest class will win.  

• Barn Hunt: the dog that has the most qualifying points.  Qualifying runs in Novice Class, 1 
pt.  Qualifying runs in the Open Class, 2 pts.  Qualifying runs in the Senior Class, 3 pts.  
Qualifying runs in the Master Class, 4 pts. In the case of a tie, the highest number of points 
in the highest class will win. 

• CAT: the dog that has the most qualifying points.  Qualifying runs receive 1 pt.  
• FastCAT: the dog that has the fastest time. In the case of ties, the recipient of the award 

will be determined by a random drawing held at the annual dinner.  
• Scent Work: to the dog that has the most qualifying points.  Qualifying runs in Novice 

Class, 1 pt.  Qualifying runs in the Advanced Class, 2 pts.  Qualifying runs in the Excellent 
Class, 3 pts.  Qualifying runs in the Master Class, 4 pts. In the case of a tie, the highest 
number of points in the highest class will win.  

3.3.4 Special Awards 
• Bill Etter Award: Awarded to the owner-handler with the greatest number of BOB points.  
• Sharon Abmeyer Memorial Award: Awarded to the Welsh Terrier with the highest number 

of AKC points in all-breed competition for the year. (Oct 2021) 
• Junior Handler: Awarded to the Junior Handler showing a Welsh Terrier that has defeated 

the greatest number of other Junior Handlers.  The Junior must be a member of the WTCA.  
• National Owner Handled Series Award (NOHS): Awarded to the number one ranked 

Welsh Terrier in the National Owner Handled Series, who has accumulated the most points 
for Welsh Terriers in the series for the previous year to the WTCA Annual Awards. (Sep 2015) 

• President’s Award: At the discretion of the President, an award or awards given to a 
member(s) of the WTCA for outstanding service to the Club. (Mar 1998) 
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3.3.5 Versatility Awards 
These awards are offered by the WTCA to celebrate the versatility of the Welsh Terrier and to 
reward the efforts of the owner who competes in the different disciplines offered in AKC recognized 
events in which our breed is eligible to participate. Members must apply for these awards. 

There are two paths to earn a Versatility Award from the Welsh Terrier Club of America, either 
"Conformation" Versatility OR " Performance" Versatility. A dog who has achieved an AKC 
Championship is expected to use the Conformation pathway. A dog who is not an AKC Champion is 
expected to use the Performance pathway. Any title earned can only be used to satisfy the 
requirements of a single award…not used again for a different award. Individual dogs are eligible for 
either Conformation Versatility Awards or Performance Versatility Awards, but not both. 

All owners must be members in good standing throughout the entire award year, which runs from 
July 1 - June 30.  All titles must be achieved by June 30 of the relevant award year. 

3.3.5.1 WTCA Conformation Versatility Awards 
1. Level One Requirements  

a. AKC Championship  
b. Either an AKC Junior Earthdog title or Barn Hunt RATN title Plus any 1 recognized AKC 

Performance title or Barn Hunt Association title at novice or equivalent level  
2. Level Two Requirements 

a. AKC Championship  
b. Either an AKC Junior Earthdog title or Barn Hunt RATN title Plus any 2 recognized AKC 

Performance titles or Barn Hunt Association titles at senior or equivalent level 

3.3.5.2 WTCA Performance Versatility Awards 
a. Level One Requirements - Either an AKC Junior Earthdog title or Barn Hunt RATN title 

Plus any 2 recognized AKC Performance titles or Barn Hunt Association titles at novice 
or equivalent level  

b. Level Two Requirements - Either an AKC Junior Earthdog title or Barn Hunt RATN title 
Plus any 3 recognized AKC Performance titles or Barn Hunt Association titles at senior or 
equivalent 

 


