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Breeder’s Vocabulary

Artificial Insemination — Artificial
Insemination (Al) is a technique used to help
dogs get pregnant without a natural mating.
Semen is collected from the stud dog and,
depending on the technique used, is either
inserted into a bitch’s vagina or her uterus.

Swimmer Puppy — Swimmer puppy
syndrome is a condition found in neonatal
puppies mainly characterized by the inability
to stand. All four legs are splayed out and
the main symptom is swimmer-like
movement. Associations are smaller litter
size, higher early weight gain, and genetics.

Colostrum — Colostrum is the bitch’s milk
produced a few days before and after birth.
Itis rich in nutrients, immune factors,
antimicrobial peptides, and growth factors
which protect the puppies from infection
and support growth and development.

Fading Puppy Syndrome - Fading puppy
syndrome is a condition in which apparently
healthy puppies fail to thrive. They quit
nursing, lose weight and can quickly die.
This syndrome can occur during the first few
days or weeks of life and there is no single
cause.

From the WTCA Breeders Education Committee.

Check This Out!

AKC Breeder Education — Check out the breeder education
resources provided by AKC at https://www.akc.org/breeder-

programs/breeder-education/ . There is information on canine
health, breeder education courses, AKC breeder newsletter, AKC’s
guide to responsible dog breeding, and suggested readings and
advice.

Neonatal Puppy Care: Creates the Optimal Environment for
Neonates. — In the video Dr. Marty Greer discussed the five H’s of
newborn puppy care — hypoxia, hypothermia, (de)hydration,
hypoglycemia, and hygiene.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZNcmqgTKYK5g

Mandelian Inheritance Explained — All living things inherit traits from

their ancestors. This article explains certain patterns in how some
traits are passed from parents to offspring.
https://embarkvet.com/resources/mendelian-inheritance-
explained/

The Significance of Understanding Your Dog Breed Standard — The
breed standard is a written description of the ideal specimen of a

breed - it describes perfect type, structure, gait and temperament.
This video is from the AKC Canine College.
https://vimeo.com/8513285647share=copy

Collecting and Utilizing Phenotypic Data to Minimize Disease: A
Breeder’s Practical Guide (From the OFA Canine Health Information
Center). https://ofa.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/hovanart.pdf
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